Prescription drug use increases in nearly all KY counties, report finds 
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FRANKFORT, KY – The rate of prescriptions dispensed for controlled substances increased in 118 of Kentucky’s 120 counties between 2005 and 2007, according to a recent report of the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet, and five Kentucky counties – Clinton, Magoffin, Whitley, Bell and Owsley – averaged more than four controlled substance prescriptions dispensed per resident. 

 This data, provided by the Kentucky All Schedule Prescription Electronic Reporting System (KASPER), is included in the recently released Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics in the Commonwealth, 2007. The Sourcebook is an annual publication of the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet’s Kentucky Statistical Analysis Center (SAC) which brings together data from all components of the criminal justice system. One of the selected crime categories highlighted in the 2007 edition of the Sourcebook is prescription drug abuse.

“Despite enhanced law enforcement efforts and the many successes of KASPER, the misuse, abuse and illegal sale of prescription drugs continue to plague the Commonwealth,” said Justice and Public Safety Secretary J. Michael Brown.  “Although we remain vigilant in our efforts to curtail illegal use and abuse, this remains a significant challenge for the Commonwealth.”

According to the Sourcebook, the rate of prescriptions dispensed for controlled substances increased by more than 20 percent in 32 counties.  The counties with the highest rates of increase were Carroll (41.9%) and Hancock (54.1%). 

Official law enforcement statistics compiled in the Sourcebook also illustrate the rise in illegal prescription drug activity. According to the Kentucky State Police, prescription drug related offenses rose 23.6% and arrests rose 6.3% between 2006 and 2007. The greatest percentage of prescription drug-related offenses and arrests were related to possession.  Data from the Administrative Office of the Courts mirrors this increase in prescription drug related activity. The total number of prescription drug related cases in Kentucky’s court system increased 22% between 2003 and 2007, reaching a five-year high of 7,136 cases in 2007, according to the report.

The implications for an already over-burdened corrections system are significant.  The number of new Department of Corrections commitments for prescription drug related offenses increased to a five-year high of 72 in 2007, the Sourcebook indicates, up from 56 in 2003. The number of new commitments for offenses that were committed either under the influence of prescription drugs and/or for the purpose of supporting their drug habit are unknown. 

Among other key findings in the Sourcebook:

--In 2007, the adult arrest rate in Kentucky was higher than the national arrest rate for every Part I offense (murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft, auto theft, and arson) with the exception of arrests for aggravated assault.  In fact, arrest rates for murder, rape, burglary, and arson in Kentucky were more than twice the national arrest rates. 

--In 2007, 91% of prison admissions were returned parole violators.  

--Between 2006 and 2007, the juvenile arrest rate declined for all Part I offenses with the exception of rape (increased 28.4%) and larceny/theft (increased 11.4%).  

--The total number of arrests for drug offenses increased 29.8% between 2005 and 2007.  

--The total number of methamphetamine arrests decreased significantly between 2006 and 2007, falling from 1,223 arrests in 2006 to 690 arrests in 2007. 

To access the Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics in the Commonwealth, 2007, or any other SAC publication, please visit http://www.justice.ky.gov/departments/gmb/Statistical+Analysis+Center.htm.  

